Next Steps for Work on Key Issues

from October 29, 2009 Urban Rural Linkages Seminar

The seminar speakers and participants with many diverse experiences and perspectives offered a number of ideas for how we might influence and/or facilitate future action domestically and internationally on urban rural linkages.  The nongovernmental organizers of the seminar, IPSA and Heifer International, have prepared the following selective list of opportunities for potential further collaboration. Experience has shown that international efforts often galvanize domestic action, and vice versa. These are by no means exhaustive, but are initial examples of the high degree of interest and wealth of activities being undertaken around the world and in North America, and where we can strategically and productively engage. As an informal group of government and civil society stakeholders interested in new urban rural partnerships for sustainable food security, we invite you to continue the dialogue and share additional opportunities and perspectives. In the near future we will be in touch by email to elicit your opinions on these and other priority areas of work and how we can more fully and effectively link international and domestic leaders on these issues. (See contacts below).

1. The global urbanization trend is a fundamental driver affecting food systems in all regions of the world.
International: 5th World Urban Forum (WUF) in Brazil in March 2010 is a key international conference of UN Habitat. The US Government, including USDA together with HUD and other nongovernmental organizations has applied for a networking session building on the urban rural linkages for food security theme of the Oct 29 seminar (submitted December 31st). Heifer and IPSA are co-organizers and would be very interested to collaborate with others who may identify smallholder producers’ groups and other stakeholders who would benefit from this opportunity to connect and strategize new ways to improve access to markets and enhance food security through urban rural linkages.
International: Resilient Cities Congress: In Bonn, Germany at the time of the next Climate Change talks in May; a conference organized by ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability will address the role of urban centers in the context of climate change. Food and agriculture are as yet not adequately recognized, though there are opportunities to do so with the support of ICLEI’s new WorkNet on Food and Agriculture (see below). 

2. An urban rural linkages framework addresses sustainable food systems from a regional perspective.
North America: States and cities are working on and sharing experiences on local and regional food systems, including sustainable procurement, food system planning, farm to institution, urban food extension and development funding. In Northeast, Midwest, Western, Northwestern, Southeast and Southwestern regions, there are regional initiatives with the common objective of bringing together partners to foster healthful and sustainable food systems.
International: In December at the Climate Change talks in Copenhagen there were extensive discussions and contacts made between local authorities, NGOs and government delegations with interests on climate adaptation initiatives taken by local authorities working to improve urban rural perspective. While the final documents did not take up the role of local authorities in detail, there will be follow up in coming months (see below). The strong support for directing attention to urban-rural linkages in the UN CSD negotiated text is an indication of both North American and international interest in the topic. 

International: ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability Food and Agriculture WorkNet beginning in April, 2010 will bring cities from different regions of the world to link biodiversity, climate and food systems assessment and planning, with further development at the Bonn Congress of Resilient Cities (May) and the Nagoya COP 10 Biodiversity Summit. This WorkNet was created by ICLEI after the role of local authorities in relation to land, agriculture and rural development was recognized in the May 2009 UN Commission on Sustainable Development meeting in New York. This work builds on the essential step of addressing the needs of local authorities faced with the food crisis, introducing them to a regional food systems planning and food policy framework that recognizes the value of urban rural links, often for the first time.
3. Food policy councils and supply management partnerships have begun to address the challenges of adapting or building flexible and resilient supply chains.
North America: USDA and civil society networks working on scaling up farm to institution markets have identified the need to address supply management challenges through partnerships, including examples from food policy councils. Working with local authorities and community groups, food policy councils in numerous cities highlight areas of food access and development need and opportunities for meeting such needs. Pilot projects highlighting research needs and best practices for improved value chains are also part of the work of USDA “tactical teams” for Farm to School in early 2010. 
4. Communities have turned to the central role of markets as not only a key food security asset, but a generator for rural and urban jobs, linked to healthy food access, mitigating environmental and climate related impacts and increasing farm viability in rural areas. 

North America: Linking small and medium scale farmers to markets in underserved communities is a recent focus of city and state governments, including farmers, retail and wholesale markets. New and expanded market development programs authorized in the 2008 Farm Bill are being implemented by USDA, including the Farmers Market Promotion Program, Healthy Urban Food Enterprise Development program and others. Wholesale markets in some cities such as at Hunts Point in New York are being redeveloped as integrated retail, wholesale and farmers markets, similar to the European model.

International: Market authorities are trying to adapt to recent economic and food price crises as well as to anticipated climate change. The World Union of Wholesale Markets (WUWM) represents retail and wholesale markets grappling with new challenges and will meet next in La Palma, Majorca (Spain) in April. As a global association of market authorities, WUWM has taken a new interest in linking efforts with networks of local authorities such as municipal and provincial or state governments”.

5. Food procurement practices by public agencies or with public sector or donor support can bring social and environmental values to market access and development.

North America: New USDA guidelines were released in December allowing schools and local authorities to use geographic preferences in sourcing local and regional food are expected to orient food systems back towards regional production and marketing. Communities need support and capacity building to institute procurement changes and private foundations and public agencies are beginning to respond to this need. The award by USDA of $25M in grants for school food service equipment to school districts across the US will better enable school food service staff to prepare fresh foods in full service kitchens.

International: ICLEI, FAO, World Food Program (WFP) and other agencies have projects and programs on sustainable procurement.  The US Food for Progress and Food for Education Programs are developing local and regional procurement practices and the links between procurement policy. Food planning for municipal and local rural authorities was the subject of a Sustainable Food Planning conference in the Netherlands in October, 2009.

http://www.isomul.com/foodplanning/index.htm
6. Long term food security and sustainable development require inclusion of small and medium scale farms and urban consumers in the research and development agenda.

North America: Recent US Farm Bill policy links small and medium scale farmers to underserved markets with high levels of food insecurity and hunger in the US. Examples of new policy includes the above-mentioned Healthy Urban Food Enterprise Development (HUFED) and a 5% set aside for USDA Rural Development Business and Industry loans to address short supply chains. NGO, municipal and state agencies support a variety of programs for immigrant farmers, beginning and transition farmers, and socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers. National and local policy exists to support these efforts as well.

International: IFAD, FAO and other UN agencies are collectively turning more attention to small and medium farmer access to nearby markets in developing countries as part of the global conversation about hunger and food security. National examples such those mentioned in India and Brazil in the Seminar are only a small sample.  Implementation support from intergovernmental agencies to national governments can be seen in the workshops and projects of the IFAD Farmers Forum, FAO Food for Cities Program and World Food Program’s Homegrown School Feeding Project, among others. A continuum of urban, peri-urban and rural production is being viewed as essential to designing a more sustainable and resilient response to food security in more cities and countries around the world. NGOs such as Resource Centers for Urban Agriculture and Food Security (RUAF) and others are helping local authorities embrace a continuum of sustainable production and consumption.

7. Development assistance design and reforms should also concern themselves with these trends, and seek to formalize support to national and municipal level planning stakeholders. 

North America: Deliberations and priorities for US development assistance (domestic and international) are being viewed with attention to the government, private sector and nonprofit roles to scale up good practices in urban rural linkages for sustainable food systems, such as in distribution and processing infrastructure. Research teams working across the USDA and linking with other federal agencies and external partners are addressing these new trends in local and regional food systems planning and management. Business networks and NGOs are among these external partners.
International: A UN review of progress on implementation of sustainable agriculture offers an opportunity to describe the role of urban rural linkages (New York, February 1). Upcoming UN Commission on Sustainable Development sessions, IFAD’s Farmers Forum, the World Urban Forum and the Resilient Cities Congress (among others) all provide added opportunities to advance the conceptual and policy framework for national support to local authorities in partnerships with civil society stakeholders. 
8. National policy support is vital to help farmers, local authorities and community partners scale up innovations in local and regional food systems, such as the USDA Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food initiative.

North America: USDA farm and food policy already supports local authorities, NGO and business initiatives working on sustainable food systems. These programs were given more support in the recent Farm Bill and are likely to receive even greater support in the future as cities and states rediscover the economic, health and environmental benefits of rural and agricultural development. Support for municipal, county and state capacity-building on food system change is needed as well as for community partners whose innovations are now being scaled up across the US.

International: Inter-parliamentary and inter-agency exchanges of good policy practices can take advantage of upcoming international events such as those already mentioned above. These events can provide a “roadmap” to increased sharing and exchange between countries supporting food security and sustainable agriculture to meet multiple economic, social and environmental benefits, as acknowledged in the decisions of the UN CSD in May 2009.

9. Partnership mechanisms are essential tools to accomplish the goals of effective linking of urban and rural food production, handling and market systems. 

North America: USDA, EPA and other agencies are working on food related partnerships across sectors and levels of governance. Operational partnerships for scaling up farm to school programs, sustainable procurement efforts, new market creation, aggregation of products from local and regional farmers, and initiatives to end hunger by supporting sustainable agriculture are being mapped and assessed by institutions in the funding, research and development communities.

International: Partnerships for sustainable development are a focus of the UN CSD and have been adopted in other agencies at intergovernmental and national government levels.  Being relatively new, their effectiveness and performance results are still under review. Partnerships and networks related to urban rural linkages for food security are being developed by governmental and nongovernmental agencies, some of which are noted above.

Those wishing to further explore opportunities for collaboration on advancing urban rural linkages are invited to contact any one of the initial organizing partners to participate in an informal working group exploring next steps including but not limited to those enumerated here by IPSA and Heifer.

International Partners for Sustainable Agriculture, Thomas Forster Thomas.Forster@practice2policy.org and Linda Elswick ipsa@igc.org
Heifer International, Arthur Getz, Arthur.GetzEscudero@heifer.org 

USDA Sustainable Development Council, Carol Kramer-LeBlanc ckramerleblanc@oce.usda.gov
USDA National Institute for Food and Agriculture, Hiram Larew, hlarew@nifa.usda.gov 
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