Urban Rural Linkages for Resilient Food Security and Vibrant Markets
International and many national policy deliberations have re-focused on the need to invest in farm-to-market infrastructure within countries in all regions. Recent food access emergencies following hurricane and earthquake disasters further highlight just how fragile the food supply can be for urban areas.  Since the food crisis spiked in 2007, there has been renewed attention to short supply chains for a combination of economic, health, environment, climate and energy related reasons. 


Urban and rural populations at risk for food insecurity, hunger, poverty and chronic disease have been the focus in re-designing localized food systems for providing healthy food through urban market access for small and medium sized producers. Local authorities have a responsibility to ensure access to, and availability of, safe, healthy and clean food to local communities. Through innovations in strengthened urban-rural linkages, there is enormous potential to contribute locally to improved markets, public education and awareness, while also fostering strategies for climate change adaptation and mitigation that improve livelihoods and at the same time enhance biodiversity richness and conservation.

New national and international policy which seeks to promote and reward farmers who conserve ecosystems, thereby sustaining the services they offer, can provide in addition to healthy local food, enhanced carbon sequestration, flood control, and clean water through biodiversity-friendly farming practices, presenting win-win solutions for both communities and their countrysides in every region of the world.

Goals of the networking session include:
· To describe why a resilient food system is becoming an important “city planning” issue,

· To share innovations and emerging best practices among local authorities and other stakeholders, 

· To demonstrate how agricultural production outside a city and food needs within can become mutually supportive, 

· Providing insights in urban-rural partnerships that can aid in directly linking agriculture to other important sustainability considerations such as climate protection, water resources and biodiversity conservation.
Structure for the session: There will be a brief panel setting forth the context and a framework for work going forward. The panel will be followed by a roundtable of representatives of local authorities from different regions of the world to give their experiences in promoting local and regional supplies of food from urban, peri-urban and rural food production. A dialogue among participants will generate a wealth of ideas, innovations, opportunities and challenges. The outcome of the session will be a rich exchange aimed at sharing strategies, furthering mutually beneficial networks, and identifying converging areas of work, through other sessions and events of the World Urban Forum and beyond.
Organizing partners for the session include Heifer International, International Partners for Sustainable Agriculture, and the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Session Time/Location: Monday, 22 March 2010, 14:00 - 16:00, in meeting room W3-5
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