Executive Summary

Seminar on Urban Rural Linkages for

Food Security and Sustainable Production

USDA, Washington DC -- October 29, 2009
Background: This seminar on urban rural linkages was inspired by recent results of debate and policy deliberations on agriculture and rural development during the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) 17th session culminating in May, 2009. The intergovernmental debate, taking part at a time of heightened concerns over global hunger and food insecurity, was animated by the question of how our food and agriculture systems around the world can be made more sustainable while improving the food and nutritional security of all people. One strategy to meet the challenge of sustainable food security offered by both government and civil society delegations is the strengthening of urban rural linkages and partnerships at local levels in all countries. 
Rationale: Recent international and domestic policy deliberations have focused on the need to reinvest in farm-to-market infrastructure at domestic levels in all regions. From Africa to North America there is a renewed interest in short supply chains for a combination of economic, health, environment, and energy-related reasons. At risk populations for food insecurity, hunger and chronic disease has been the target of programs promoting healthy food access. Improved market access for small and medium sized producers and support for the ecosystem services they can provide in addition to healthy local food are becoming essential to food security strategies in developing and developed countries, including rural, peri-urban and urban food production.

Organization: An ad hoc working group of USDA and NGO colleagues who had also worked to prepare for the UN meetings, organized this half day seminar with the following goals:

· Strengthen familiarity among sectors and actors interested in urban rural linkages at both domestic (US) and international levels;

· Clarify opportunities for advancing these connections in upcoming international and domestic events and policy processes; and

· Highlight areas of common interest and needs for further development and connection in work going forward.
The seminar was organized in two panels with discussion to balance an overview of critical issues in food security and sustainable agriculture with a pragmatic look at geographically specific, community-based examples and innovations.  The innovations found in selected “farm to school” and “sustainable procurement” examples both domestically and internationally were chosen for this focus. In these communities of practice successful approaches often combine government, nonprofit and private sector partnerships to sustain and foster links in urban-rural food systems.

Participants: The audience for the seminar included USDA and other agency professional staff, representatives of local authorities, sustainable food and agriculture businesses including the food service industry, international agency representatives, and both domestic and international nongovernmental and community based organizations. The diversity of participants brought together perspectives that were international and domestic, rural and urban, governmental and civil society. 

Ten Key Messages from Seminar:

1. Rapid urbanization is a driver affecting food systems in all regions of the world.

2. An urban rural linkages framework addresses sustainable food systems from a regional perspective.
3. Food policy councils and supply management partnerships have begun to address the challenges of adapting or building flexible and resilient supply chains.
4. Similarly, food policy councils can help identify and focus attention on pockets of food insecurity.
5. Communities have turned to the central role of markets as not only a key food security asset, but a generator for rural and urban jobs, linked to healthy food access, mitigating environmental and climate related impacts and increasing farm viability in rural areas. 

6. Food procurement practices by public agencies or with public sector or donor support can bring social and environmental values to market access and development

7. Long term food security and sustainable development require inclusion of small and medium scale farmers and urban consumers in the research and development agenda.

8. For those working on development, development assistance design and reforms should also concern themselves with these trends, and seek to formalize support to national and municipal level planning stakeholders. 
9. National policy support is vital to help farmers, local authorities and community partners scale up innovations in local and regional food systems, such as the USDA Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food initiative.

10. Partnership mechanisms are essential tools to accomplish the goals of effective linking of urban and rural food production, handling and market systems. 

See contacts for further information below

Seminar Panelists: 

Dan Gustafson, UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Daniel.Gustafson@fao.org
Gus Schumacher, former USDA Under Secretary for Farm and Foreign Agriculture Services Gussch@aol.com
Chris Williams, UN Habitat chris.williams@unhabitat.org
Mark Winne, Community Food Security Coalition mark@foodsecurity.org
Bob Lewis, New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets 

Bob.Lewis@agmkt.state.ny.us
Jean Ronnei, Saint Paul Public Schools in Minnesota 

JEAN.RONNEI@spps.org
Glyen Holmes, New North Florida Cooperative  nnfc1995@yahoo.com
Ross Kreamer, USDA Foreign Agricultural Service  ross.kreamer@usda.gov
Kathleen Merrigan, Deputy Secretary, USDA  kathleen.merrigan@osec.usda.gov
Organizing Committee and Moderators: 

Hiram Larew, USDA National Institute for Food and Agriculture

HLAREW@nifa.usda.gov
Thomas Forster, School Food FOCUS and New School University

thomasforster2@gmail.com
Carol Kramer-LeBlanc, USDA Office of the Chief Economist

ckramerleblanc@oce.usda.gov
Linda Elswick, International Partners for Sustainable Agriculture (IPSA)

Linda.Elswick@practice2policy.org
Arthur Getz-Escudero, Heifer International

Arthur.GetzEscudero@heifer.org
Constance L. Neely, Heifer International

Constance.Neely@heifer.org
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